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A Study of Matthew 2:13–23 
Theme: 
The Christmas story doesn’t stop at the manger. Matthew reminds us that Jesus entered a world 
of danger, displacement, and grief. Even in fear and flight, God was with His people. The hope 
of Christmas is not that life is easy, but that Christ is present with us, even in the hardest places 
of our journey. 
The Story Beyond the Manger 
When we picture Christmas, we often imagine stillness, warmth, and peace. Matthew’s Gospel 
refuses to let the story stay there. Soon after the Magi leave, an angel warns Joseph in a dream: 
danger is coming. The family must flee immediately. There is no time to pack carefully or plan 
well. Jesus begins His life not in safety, but on the run. 
Matthew 2:13–23 shows us a Messiah born into a world that is hostile to God’s reign. Herod’s 
fear turns violent. Children die. Families grieve. And yet, woven through this painful story is the 
steady presence of God, guiding, warning, and protecting. 
This passage invites us to reconsider what it means to say “God is with us.” 
Historical Grounding and Apologetic Insight 
Matthew anchors this story in real history. Herod the Great was a Roman-appointed ruler known 
for paranoia and brutality. Historical records describe him executing members of his own family 
when he felt threatened. The massacre of children in Bethlehem fits what we already know of his 
character (Brown). 
Bethlehem was a small village, meaning the number of children killed would have been limited. 
This helps explain why Roman historians may not record the event, even as Matthew preserves it 
because of its theological importance. Scripture does not sensationalize the violence, nor does it 
exaggerate it. 
The flight into Egypt also makes historical sense. Egypt housed large Jewish communities and 
often served as a place of refuge during times of political unrest. Matthew presents a story that is 
historically plausible, geographically accurate, and deeply rooted in the realities of the first 
century (Keener). 
Christian faith is not built on myth or legend. It is grounded in the lived experience of real people 
facing real danger. 
Scripture Fulfilled Through Pattern and Promise 
Matthew repeatedly tells us that these events happened “to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet.” This does not always mean a direct prediction followed by a neat fulfillment. 
Often, Matthew is pointing to patterns in Israel’s story. 
Jesus goes down to Egypt and comes back out, echoing Israel’s exodus. Rachel weeps for her 
children, recalling the grief of exile in Jeremiah’s day. These connections show that Jesus steps 
fully into Israel’s history and carries it forward faithfully. 
Fulfillment does not erase pain. It places suffering within God’s larger redemptive story. 
Matthew teaches us that God works not by avoiding brokenness, but by entering it and 
redeeming it from within. 



Matthew 2.13–23 Study Handout 
 

 

Facing Suffering Without Easy Answers 
One of the hardest moments in this passage is the slaughter of the children. Scripture does not 
explain this away or call it necessary. It names the grief honestly. 
God does not cause Herod’s violence. Human sin and abuse of power are responsible. Yet God is 
not absent. He protects where possible, mourns with the grieving, and continues His redemptive 
work even when the world resists it. 
This passage reminds us that the Bible does not promise a world without suffering. It promises a 
God who is present in it. Emmanuel does not disappear when life becomes dangerous or unfair. 
A Wesleyan Reflection on Grace and Presence 
From a Wesleyan perspective, this story is rich with prevenient grace. God acts before the danger 
overwhelms. Joseph is warned. Guidance comes one step at a time. Obedience follows, even 
without full understanding (Outler). 
Wesley taught that God’s grace sustains believers through hardship rather than removing 
hardship altogether. Faithfulness often looks like quiet obedience, steady trust, and continued 
movement in the dark. 
Jesus begins His life as a refugee. He grows up knowing displacement and vulnerability. This 
shapes how we understand holiness, not as separation from suffering, but as faithful presence 
within it (Collins). 
Living This Story Today 
Matthew’s message speaks directly into modern fears. Many people know what it means to flee 
danger, to grieve loss, or to live with uncertainty. This passage reminds us that Jesus is not 
distant from those experiences. 
Faith does not guarantee safety. It promises presence. 
God’s guidance often comes one step at a time. We are not always given the full plan, only the 
next faithful action. 
Christmas hope is not found in pretending everything is fine. It is found in trusting that Christ 
goes with us into Egypt, into grief, into unfamiliar places, and eventually, home again. 
Reflection Questions 
Where do you see fear or displacement in this passage, and how does God respond? 
How does knowing Jesus began life as a refugee shape how you understand God’s heart? 
Where in your life are you being asked to trust God’s presence rather than clear outcomes? 
Key Cross References 
Genesis 46:3–4, Exodus 1:8–14, Hosea 11:1, Jeremiah 31:15, Isaiah 53:3, John 1:14, Hebrews 
2:14–18 
Closing Thought 
The miracle of Christmas is not that danger disappears, but that God draws near. Emmanuel 
walks with us, not only in joy, but in fear, grief, and uncertainty. Even when the road turns dark, 
God remains faithful. 
 


